80 years after Gernika
The Federal President Roman Herzog in 1997 wrote a letter to the survivors of the air raid of Gernika, in which he reached out for reconciliation. The addressees and their descendants remember this gesture with respect, since there was nothing similar on the Spanish side. So, the claimed in 1977 by Gernika rendering of Pablo Picasso’s monumental painting „Guernica“ is actual even at the time of the 80th anniversary of the destruction by the German Legion Condor. Looking back, the German state may be happy, that its head of state at that time finished the shameful for the German (Federal) policy debate about the reconciliation for the crime of April 26th, 1937.
People in Gernika and the Basque country today reflect about what future commemoration should look like. During the decades after the death of the fascist dictator Francisco Franco the primary task was to disprove the Francoist lie of the “red-separatist” Basques themselves having lighted up the symbol of freedom. At the same time, after decades of enforced silence survivors could make themselves heard. Since then Gernika stands for many crimes, that were made possible by the fascist putsch of July 17/18, 1936 and the German-Italian intervention only.  Many cities and places within and outside the Basque country suffered a similar fate, not known so widely. 
Gernika symbolizes likewise the liquidation of the Basque self-government.  Here is the reason for the ongoing political conflict of the Basque country with Madrid that together with the striving for independence had found its counterpart in Catalonia. 
The approach of denial towards both regions by the post-Francoist Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy can also be understood, because both the State and the society cleared the dictatorship of Franco just in a very limited way. On the agenda are tributes to the regime as well as the fact that sentences of the injustice regime are still in force. Moreover, there is no “Documentation Center of Franquism” comparable to the Berlin “Topography of Terror” or the NS-Documentation Center of the city of Cologne. In both cases it were engaged citizens that prevented to forget those places of Nazi repression and policy of liquidation. The fact the Federal Republic did not really stain itself with glory with clearing the Nazi past is shown by the official disregard to the Spain combatants and members of the International Brigades. This corresponds to the “commemoration” and the pensions allotted by the Republic of Bonn to the members of the Legion Condor and Franco’s Blue Division. 
Since the Franquism was spared its Stalingrad and Nuremberg, the consequences of the German intervention in 1936/1939 continue to have their effect until today and define the relations of both states. This finding obliges to support for the “second democratization” of the Spanish state, as progressive forces are striving for. Bilateral commemoration in cooperation with scientific research and political activity should accompany this development.                                                     INGO NIEBEL
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Since the end of the dictatorship of Franco the city of Gernika claims as a gesture of amends that Pablo Picasso’s “Guernica” should find its place here.
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